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Yearbook Letter and Response to Invitation 

Dear Cong Doan Saddleback,   

 For the past year, I have been discerning the call to 

religious life. I have had a feeling, a nudge, that perhaps I am 

called to become a sister to serve God and His people; it is 

something that I desire to do – to dedicate and give up my 

worldly life in order to freely serve God’s people in this world.  

It has been life’s toughest challenge and struggle for me 

to leave my beloved family and friends and follow God… I never 

thought that I’d be able to muster enough strength, courage, and 

faith to do so – to leave everything behind and follow God’s 

calling. It is especially hard to leave my family whom I love with 

my whole life. And growing up from such a wonderful family, 

I’ve always wanted my own family: I’ve always wanted to serve 

God by serving my family and raising my own children for God. 

But every vocation has its own sacrifices, and I give all of my 

thanks to our God for giving me the faith and love to serve and 

follow Him. I give all of my thanks to our God for giving me the 

courage to take this step. I am no longer afraid for I know that 

God's plan for me will bring me the utmost joy. 

As of right now, I am still unsure of where I am called to 

be and what I am called to do. To serve, but where and to whom 

and how? As a mother? As a nun? Yes, there is still a part of me 

that wants to have my own family, but before setting my foot on 

this path, I want to give God a chance first - to give the religious 

life a chance. Throughout my lifetime, I have received so much 

blessings and love from God. Now, I want to give back to God - 

to give myself to God in this way. Whether or not I am called to 

the religious life I know that this new journey I am about to take 

will bring so much fruit nonetheless.  

Whatever vocation I am called to I am certain that what I 

want to do and am called to do is to love. As Catholics, we each 

have a personal vocation, a calling, a purpose in this world. 

Whether as a mother, a wife, a husband, a father, consecrated 

laity, a religious person, a nun, a priest, we are all, though, 

called to love. 

Thank you, Cong Doan Saddleback, for showing me this 

love, for giving me the love and support that have carried me this 

far. God Bless you. 

 

                                                                       Love, 

                                                                  Cam Nguyen 


