GIAO HUAN GIOI TRE CONG GIAO

Nguyén Anh-Vii

hay ddi c6 thé tranh né. Gidi tré ngay nay rét

khac vai gioi tré cua thap nién 80, 90. Gioi

tré ngay nay co6 phu huynh héi nhap vao cong

an viée 1am xa hoi My va noi tiéng My viing

vang. Ho c6 nhiéu thd tiéu khién trong cude

song. Véi nhitng tha ma da mot thoi cho la
xa xi, vé phuong dién tiéu khién ciing nhur vé thong tin dai
ching. (Chang han nhu Facebook, Twitter, v.v.) ngay nay
san don nhitng khdi 6c, nhitng con tim cua gidi tré timg gio,
ting ngay, dém, tuan va sudt thang, nim. Nhiing thir nay
va con nhiéu thir khac da phan nao tac dong suy nghi, thai
do, va tam nhin cia cac em ddi voi thé gidi. La cac bac phu
huynh, thdy c6 gido, nha gido duc, ching ta phai duong dau
voi moi thong tin phd bién tac dong tGi con tim ciia cic em
ngay nay. Lwa chon cia ching ta la ¢ nén giir lay 16i gido
duc nhu cha 6ng, thiy ¢o gido, va cac nha gido duc cia qua
khtr hay thich nghi va chip nhan nhiing phuong cach méi
hau thu phuc con tim cua cac em, chau. Theo nhu y dé xuit
ctia chu dé bai nay qua la can thay doi moi mat va chiing ta
thuc hién cang sém ching ta cang c6 nhiéu co hoi dé lam

“Néu ban khong thay doi ban c6 thé bi dao thai!”
- Spencer Johnson,
- Who moved My Cheese

trao cuia gidi tré. Gan day toi ¢6 tham du Dai hoi Lién Doan
Nguén Séng, td chire & Prado Regional Park; Trai He cua
DPoan Emmanuel thuge CD. Tustin, to chirc & Cleveland Na-
tional Forest; ciing nhu thanh 18 song ngir Viét-My cua glm
tré & nha tho St. Thomas More da dé lai trong t6i mot niém
hy vong vao tuong lai cia con em chung ta.

Pai Hji Lién Poan Nguon song

Trude hét, toi nhan thay cac thong diép quy hudng toi
gidi tré déu don gian va rd rang, khong c6 16i 1& hoa my hodc
y tuong quanh co. “Pirc tin bang Hanh dong,” mot thong
diép goi ra tai Pai Hoi Lién Poan Ngudn Song la thong diép
loan truyén trong sudt Dai hoi. Bang mét hinh thirc don gian
nhat, cac “bang reo” dugc cac Huynh Truong khoi dong,
mot ngudi khoi xudng ho 1én “Dire Tin” va tap thé thinh gia
dong thanh reo 1én dap lai “bang Hanh dong”. Nhiing “bang
reo” nay phong Ién trong ngay tir Doan nay sang Doan khac
noi dong ngudi dang tu tap. Mot don ctr khac vé mot thong
diép don gian nhung c6 tac dung duoc ndi bat trong Thanh
LLé Chtia Nhat. Mot linh myc bay to tam tinh bﬁmg cach tur

giam nhiing anh huong tiéu cyc ciia cac cach tiéu khién va
cua mang ludi thong tin dai ching.

T6i vui mang blet rang gidao duc cua Gido hdi Cong
gido trén hoan vii van vimng vang trong khi viéc tiép can
va sang tao dat nhiéu tién d¢ trong 20 nim qua. Long toi
han hoan khi ¢6 dip chimg kién sy thay déi dic biét trong
Cong dong Cong gido Viét Nam va dac biét la trong Phong
Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé ciing nhu thanh 18 tai nha tho St.
Thomas More gan day. O do, toi tin ring nhitng hién thuc
ndy da vuot qua nhimg thach dé chung mét cach hitu hiéu
dé chuyén dén cho gidi tré mot thong diép va lam cho gioi
tré phai suy nghi t6i cach sdng thong diép dy. C6 ba thay
doi t6i nhan thay dat dugc hoa trai trong con tim va trong tu
twong: - chuyén tai mot cach don gian thong diép bing mot
ngdn ngir dé hiéu nhat, - tic dong va khuyén khich gidi tré
tich cuc lanh dao va chia sé bz"mg hoat dong, - va thuc hién
mot cach hét strc sang tao.

T6i da hét 1ong cam ta viéc Chaa lam trong cac phong
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ban thanh di xubng bii cé xanh noi gioi tré dang ngdi dé
dién dat bai giang cua ngai dang tip trung vao chu dé dic
tin b‘e“mg hanh dong. Ngai bét dau dat cau hoi cho cac ban tré
1a ¢6 thé lam gi dé bién dirc tin thanh hanh dong. Trong khi
ngai di tir em nho nay dén em nho khéc hoi va doi cau tra 1oi,
mot em Au Nhi di theo sau ngai trén vai vac mét thanh gia
g6 nang sam mau. Nhiing cau tra ldi ram ran trén bai co nao
1a bénh viyre Dire tin Cong gi4o noi hoe duong, nao 1a biéu 16
long tric an voi mot thanh vién trong gia dinh, gitip d& mot
ngudi ban, tinh nguyén mang thuc pham gitip nguoi khong
gia cu. Vi linh myc va cdu bé theo sau di dén 10 chd va rdi
em trugt chan 1én mot Nghia Si tudi do chimg 15.

Em Nghia Si nay ding 1én khong n6i mot 1oi, do lay
thanh gia, vac thay cho em 8 tudi. Cir chi d6 khién t6i cam
lang. T6i thoang nhin quanh va bat gap nhitng anh mat cam
kich trudc nghia cir ciia cdu thanh nién tré nay. Mot s6 vo
tay tan duong, mot s6 khac trAm ngam, lai c6 mdt sb khac
roi 1¢. Khong can thiét phai dién ta bang 101, nhung chinh
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hanh dong da di dé giai quyét nan dé. Nhiing nguoi tré da
hoc duge mét bai hoc gia tri khong han tir 1o thuyét giang
ma 1a tir mot viée lam thue té! Toi con tiép tuc duge chimg
kién nhitng thong diép don gian khac tir Trai He cia Poan
Emmanuel, thong diép la “Phép la”. Sudt trong trai hé ba
ngay cac Huynh Trudng tim moi cach dé truyén dat hai chir
don gian nay vao trong moi sinh hoat - tro choi, “bang reo”,
“trd choi 16n”, va “Iira thiéng”. O day gi6i tré duong nhu
lién két mot viée vai 1 viée khac vai nhau va luan ra quyén
uy cua Chiia khong chi chira lanh cac gioi han than xac cua
con nguoi trong Kinh Thanh, nhung con chira ca tam hon
cuia con ngum ngay nay. Va boi hau hét cac thong diép dugc
g0i ra bang tiéng My, toi thay rang da gitip cho gidi tré hiéu
nhanh hon va kha nang dap lai dugc chinh xac va phong phu
hon. Khi t6i lam Huynh Trudng, ching t6i khong dugce phép
néi tiéng My. Va lam khi viéc cdm doan nay da gay vo cling

khé khan cho Huynh Truong truyén dat y nghia muén néu
ra va thuong gap phai hau qua thong diép khong dugce hiéu
thau dao hodc bj hiéu sai. Toi thién nghi khi muén dua mot
em bé dén v6i Chua Giésu thi ngon ngir phai la mot nang
quyén khong thé loai trir.

Thir dén, g|01 tré da timg dugc tron quyén va duge
khuyén khich dé dung duc tin Cong gidao ma giai quyét cac
hién tuong kho xir cta thoi dai. Vi dy, dién mét kich ban
ng‘én vao budi tdi, mdi Poan sang tac va dién tai Pai Hoi
Lién Doan Nguon Song, rat hién thue, thuc dung phi hop
vai cac chii dé xa hoi ngay nay, luén phéan dinh ding va sai va
hé luy ctia mdi phia. Mac dit Huynh Truéng trong vai truong
hop c6 huéng dan cac em, nhiéu em duoc khuyén khich viét,
bién tap, va tu trinh dién chinh kich ban ctia minh. Nhu thé
dem dén cho cac em cam giac khang dinh hon vé tu thé lam
chii tac pham cudi ciing va tir d6, ho chii dong tin tudng vao
thanh qua cua kich ban. Cac em con 16ng vao kich ban k¥
thuat hién dai dé bé tri thong diép cac em mudn goi ti khan
thinh gia. Céac kich ban c6 nhitng chd hai, chd ¢ y hudng
nghiém, va noi dung Kit6 chin chan dugc nhan manh bang
nhitng nét day y nghia. Cac em t6 ra tiép nhan thong diép
mot cach can trong, tha thiét hon, va dap mg voi kich ban
moét cach chiéu ¢d khi ho thé"ly chinh ho trén dién dai. Trong
trai hé cia Doan Emmanuel, moi doi duge cho co hdi ding
thirc an tuoi dé ndu cho doi an. Toi da ching kién mot sy
kién xay ra la c¢o truong hgp khong duwge Huynh Trudng

Ky Yéu 30 Nam Thanh Lap Cong Doan

hudng dan ma cac em van dung tu quyét dinh lay, giao trach
nhiém cho nhau va chu toan cac vai tro dam trach mét cach
hiéu qua. S& di dat két qua tot 1a nho vao y thire két hop va
y thirc cong doan Kit6 co chinh ngay trong doi cua ho voi
nhau. Khi t6i hoi, cdu con trai t6i cho biét d6 la mot trong
nhitng nét ndi bat trong 3-ngay trai va cau nghi cé su déng
gop cua su kién “boc vo hanh™ va doi ¢6 quan tam tGi nhu
cau an sinh ciia mdi thanh vién. Uy quyen cho gidi tré va
dung gidi tré truyén dat thong diép dén gidi tré c6 hiéu luc
hon la tir mgt ngudi dimg tudi nhu t6i thuyét giang xudng va
lam hét moi chuyén cho ho.

Ba la, khi gidi tré dugc ty thac ho tim Iéy sang tao
trong viéc ho lam. T6i that thich tha véi thanh 18 gidi tré tai
nha thd St. Thomas More va thanh 1& song ngit Viét-My &
d6 bat dau c6 gan hai thang nay. Lé nao ca doan ciing chon
nhiing bai thanh ca c6 manh lyc moi goi con tim va tam
hon cua gidi tré. Ngay ca nhiing bai ma da lau doi xody vao
truyén thong Cong gido, nhu bai “Chién Thién Chia - Lamb
of God” ciia Matt Mahar quay lai tiép can va trinh bay mot
cach duong dai va riéng tu dén nguoi nghe. Nhiing bai hat
m&i khong nam trong truyén thong cia Gido hoi Cong gido
bén ré tir nhiing bai hat Kit6 giao hién hanh, co trn u nghia
va an dién Cong gido 10i ctia bai hat khong ham siic gido
hudn Céng gido. Mot bai hat phd bién rong rdi ngay nay
trong thanh 1& va Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé la bai
“Here I Am to Worship - Nay Con Pén dé Tho lay” cta Tim
Hughes. Khong nhitng cach chon bai hat da thay d6i ma diéu
nhac 10i ca ciing bién thé cho phit hgp hon véi am huong ciia
cac nhac si duong thoi ma gidi tré ngudng mo. Nay khong
con nhitng ngay ma am thanh vang vong cua cac ca doan
phai duge nhin thay, vi boi am thanh da dugce thay vao bang
tiéng gb trong, tiéng day dan Tay ban cam, thanh 4m phat ra
tir cac day kim loai, sao va doi khi co6 ca dan tranh phat ra
tir moi goc cua thanh dudng. Tir day 1ong tdi cam thay dugc
bao dén khi nhin thay cac em quanh toi hanh dién hat nhitng
bai hat trén nhu chinh cac bal hat ay moi goi tirng em. Lanh
dao gi6i tré, My hay My goc Viét tiép can cac ban tré khac
mot cach day hi¢u lyc. Ho tu nhién, gay rung dong va tleng
n6i ¢6 trong luong. Ho liéu tim cach trong thanh 1& (lic doc
thong bao) nhéc nhat ky cong tac ciia ho. Ho nho thanh 1é
dé thong bao cac bién cd va sinh hoat sap t6i. Ho tao mot
moi truong gap g& khong mang nang truyén théng Cong
giao, ma nang bau khi bang hiru gip g& nhau hon. Trong
linh vyc hudng dao, cac Huynh Truong nay khong con nhai
lai thoi quen va céc trod choi cii ma da rong mo cira dé don
nhan nhitng phuong cach méi dé hit tho 16i séng méi trong
moi trudng cia ho. Chang han nhu bai hat goi tap hop ¢ tén
la “Let Me See Your Bungalow - Cho T6i Tham Céan Nha
cta Ban”, dugc trai hé Doan Emmanuel hat 16i cudn toi va
that thich tha. Bai hat moi goi timg doi dén trong mot tur thé
doc dao va vui tuoi dé tu giGi thiéu doi ciia minh bang cac
dong tac cua than thé, nhirng dong tac ma cac doi khac phai
lam theo. No gi6i thiéu mot trinh d§ ca biét gip cac ban tré
khong nhitng vuot qua khé khan ban dau, nhung con danh
gia su doc dao trong sang tao cua Thién Chia. Mot bai hat
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moi goi tap hop khac c6 tén 1a “The Catholic Jesus Jive - Vii
khic Giésu Cong giao”. O day nguoi diéu khién vii khic
Giésu kéu goi cac em nang tim hon 1én ting s6 tir 1 dén 10,
theo nhitng cap do khac nhau... nhd d6 cac em tién 1én nhiéu
bac dé ca tung ton vinh va Chia Giésu duge nhac dén trong
sudt bai hat cung nhip d¢ vai long nhiét thanh. Viéc mang lai
nhimg yéu to ciia moi trudng song hién tai bang mot vii khic
trong sang ma&i mé tac dong manh mé vao bai hat.

Poan Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Emmanuel Tustin
Toi cam thay 1én tinh than khi Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi
Thanh Thé da chon huéng dua sinh hoat ctia ho nhép cudc

vao nhirng ky thuat hién dai sang tao hon. Két qua cho thay
cac em gioi giang nam bat va hoc hoi nhirng giao huan Cong
giao. Toi nhan thay nhiing phuong cach sang tao nay dua
cac em toi tinh than dong ddi cao hon cling nhu moi quan hé

v&i Thién Chia ciing mat thiét hon.

Tom lai, t6i nghi rang dé thu hat mdi quan tam cia
gidi tré ngay nay hau ho tin nhan vao cude doi quy huéng
Ién Thién Chua, gido huén cta Gido hoi Cong giao phai giit
nguyén phan chii yéu cdt 16i, nhung hinh thirc bén ngoal nén
canh cai va lam cho thich tmg véi thé gidi dang doi thay.
Can bam lay mot thong diép don gian véi ngon ngir dé hiéu,
trang bi cho cac lanh dao gidi tré va cac em cling nhau thé
hién tai nang ma Thién Chua ban cho, va tim kiém nhiing
phuong cach sang tao tan ky khoac 1én su tiép can va truyén
dat thong diép lam hudng co ban trong viéc dang rong tay
Vi gioi tré ngay nay. Qua loi tuyén hira trong bi tich Rura t0i
dbi voi con cai cua ching ta, tat ca ching ta déu phai huéng
dan con cai song theo con dudng clia ngudi Cong giao. Va
cung trong mot cong doan tin hitu ching ta cé thé gitp d&
lan nhau dé dem Puc Kitd dén véi con cai cia ching ta
qua 16 cau nguyén, tinh lién d6i, va die tin. T6i xin muon
doan Kinh Thanh trich tir Sach D¢ nhi luét, truyén cho tat ca
ching ta tinh thirc trong hanh dong.

“1 Pay la ménh 1énh, la nhimg thanh chi va quyét
dinh ma DUC CHUA, Thién Chila ctia anh em, da truye";n
phai day cho anh em, dé anh em dem ra thwc hanh trong dat
anh em sdp sang chiém hiru. * Nhu vdy anh (em) ciing nhie
con chau anh (em) sé kinh s¢o PUC CHUA, Thién Chila cia
anh (em), moi ngay trong suot cugc doi, tuan giir tdt ca cdc
chi thi va ménh Iénh cua Nguoi ma t6i truyén cho anh (em),
va anh (em) sé dirge song lau” (Pnl 6:1-2).

THE CATHOLIC YOUTH EDUCATION

Nguyén Anh-Vii

hange is evitable. Youths today are very dif-
ferent than youths of the 80s and 90s. They
have parents who have assimilated into
the American workforce and speak Eng-
lish with a greater aptitude. They also have
many distractions in their lives. What was
once a highly desired luxury, entertainment and social media
(i.e. Facebook, Twitter, etc.) now greets the minds and hearts
of our youths almost 24/7, 365 days a year. These things
and others have partly shaped how youths think, behave,
and view the world. As parents, teachers, and educators,
we compete against media outlets for the hearts of youths
today. Our choices remain to approach in the same manner
as our grandparents, parents, teachers, and educators back
in the old days or change and adapt and adopt new ways to
win their hearts. As the title suggests, change is everywhere
and the quicker we are to realize it, the better we have a
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“If you do not change, you can become extinct!”
Spencer Johnson,
Who Moved My Cheese

chance to mitigate the negative influences of entertainment
and social media.

I am glad to know that the universal Roman Catho-
lic Church’s teachings have remained consistent, while her
approach and creativity have advanced much in the last 20
years. My heart rejoiced at a chance to see change first hand,
especially in our Vietnamese Catholic Christian commu-
nity and in particular, Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé as
well as mass at St. Thomas More Catholic Church. Here,
I believe that these entities have effectively breakthrough
the common challenges of getting the message to the youth
and getting the youths to think about living out the message.
Three changes I see have resulted in bearing great fruits in
the heart and minds of our youths: a simple delivery of the
message in a language that is most easily understood, em-
powering and encouraging youths to actively lead and par-
take in activities, and doing it all very creatively.
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[ have had a deep appreciation for God’s work in
youth movements. My most recent participation at Pai Hoi
Lién Doan Nguon Song, held at Prado Regional Park, Doan
Emmanuel Tustin Camp, held at Cleveland National For-
est; as well as youth mass/Vietnamese English mass at St.
Thomas More have left me energized with hope in the future
of our youths.

Pai Hoi Lién Poan Ngudn Séng

Firstly, I have seen that messages targeted towards
youth are simple and clear, without a lot of fancy words or
convoluted ideas. “Faith In Action,” a message delivered at
the Dai Hoi Lién Doan Ngudn Song was one that was her-
ald throughout the convention. In its simplest form, many
“bang reo” were incited by Huynh Trudng, which started
by a person saying “Faith” and the mass audience screamed
back at the top of their lungs “In Action.” These “bang reo™
made its way into the day as passed from one Poan to the
next at large gatherings. Another example of a simple but
actionable message was highlighted at the Sunday Mass. An
exuberant priest descended from an altar, and took a walk
along the green pastures below to where the youths were
sitting to deliver his homily centered on faith in action. He
started off by asking youths what they could do to put faith
in action. As he walked from one child to the next seeking

for answers, an Au Nhi youth about 8§ years old followed
him and carried a heavy dark wooden cross on his shoulders.
Answers rang through the grounds, ranging from standing
up for the Catholic belief at school, to showing compassion
for a family member, to helping a friend, to volunteering at
feed the homeless bank. The priest with the boy following
closely behind must have walked to 10 different spots before
stumbling across a Nghia Si youth about 15 years old.

This Nghia Si stood up without saying a word and
began taking over and carrying the cross for the young 8
year old boy. His action left me speechless. | looked around
to find many others deeply affected by this selfiess action
of a young adult. Some cheered, others remained silent,
and yet others wept away tears. No words were required,
but an action in itself to answer a question was all that was
needed. The youths learned a valuable lesson not by some-
one preaching but rather by doing! I continued to witness
simple messages at a Doan Emmanuel camp, the message
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was “Miracles™ Throughout the three days Huynh Trudng
found every possible ways to infuse this simple 8 letter word
into every activity — games, bing reo, tro choi 16n, and Iira
thiéng. Here the youths seem to put one and one together
and naturally figured out God’s awesome power to not only
heal the physical limitations of people in the bible, but also
heal the hearts of people today. And that mostly all of the
messages were primarily communicated in English. 1 feel
that this has enabled youths to comprehend quickly and are
able to respond more accurately and consistently. When |
was a Huynh Trudng, we were forbidden to speak English.
And often times, this made it extremely difficult for the
Huynh Truong to convey the intended meaning across and
often times, the message ended up not understood entirely or
misunderstood. [ think when it comes to bringing a child to
Jesus; language should be an enabler and not a deprivation.

Secondly, youths were empowered and encouraged to
use the Catholic faith to resolve social dilemmas of today.
For example, the nightly skits, produced and performed by
each Poan at Pai H6i Lién Poan Nguén Séng, were very
realistic, practical in blending social issues of today, often
depicting right and wrong and the consequences of each. Al-
though the Huynh Trudng guided the youth in some cases,
many youths were encouraged to write, edit, and act out
their own skit. This brought them a greater sense of owner-

ship to the final product and in turn, they actively believe in
the success of the skit. The youths also inserted into the skit
today’s technology to align their message to the audience.
The skits had moments of humor, serious intentions, and
mature Christian content that had deep underlying meaning-
ful tones. Youths appeared to identify nicely with the mes-
sage, become more engaged, and reacted and responded to
the skit quite favorably when they see their own up there on
stage. At the Poan Emmanuel camp, each “di” were given
an opportunity to use raw food materials and prepare lunch
for their “di.” I saw a phenomenal where with no guidance
from the Huynh Trudng, they manage to make decisions on
their own, delegate responsibilities and performed their roles
well. What resulted was a sense of bonding and Christian
community within their respective “d6i.” When asked, my
son remarked that this was one of the highlights during the
3-day camp and that he felt that contributed by “peeling the
outer onion” and that the team “cared” for his well-being.
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Empowering youths and using youths to message to other
youths is much more effective than an older person like I
preaching down and doing everything for them.

Thirdly, youths when empowered find creativity in
what they do. I thoroughly enjoy St. Thomas More’s youth
mass and the bilingual Vietnamese English mass that just
started about two months back. Both have bands that select
songs that have a way of appealing to the heart and minds of
the youths. Even songs that have long been centered in Cath-
olic tradition, such as Matt Mahar’s “Lamb of God,” have
taken a turn in its approach and delivery to be more con-
temporary and personal to the listener. New songs that have
gone outside of the traditional Catholic church have roots in
Christian contemporary songs, have full meaning and grace
Catholics, and lyrics are without contention to the Catholic
teachings. One that is widely sang today at mass and Phong
Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé is Tim Hughes’s “Here I Am to
Worship.” Not only has the music selection changed, but
also the music style and vocals are becoming more similar
to contemporary music artists admired by youths today. No
longer are the days of echoing chorus sound to be seen, be-
cause it has been replaced by upbeat drums, guitar chords,
acoustic strings, flutes and in some cases “Pan Tranh;”
which are filling the depths and corners of the church. I find
it deeply rewarding to see youths around me intense in sing-
ing proudly to these songs, as if the songs personally appeal
to them. Youth leaders, American or Vietnamese-American,
are more effective in approaching other youths. They are
natural, vibrant, and vocal. They find their way to speak
during mass to promote their agenda. They use mass me-
dia to their advantage to signal upcoming events/activities.
They create a less Catholic traditional meeting environment,
with a more casual fellowship environment. In the world of
scouting, the Huynh Trudngs have not regurgitated the same
routine and games; rather have opened doors to receive new
ways to breathe new life into their environment. For exam-
ple, a rallying chant called “Let Me See Your Bungalow,”

;"’-- _‘ = . ‘ . - " ]
was used at the Poan Emmanuel camp that I found addicting
and fun. It calls for each group to come up with a unique and
fun way to introduce themselves through body movements,
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movements which other groups must mimic. It introduced
a level of individuality that helps youths not only breaking
the ice, but also to value the uniqueness in God’s creation.
Another rallying chant called “The Catholic Jesus Jive,” was
also used this camp. Here, the Jesus Jive, calls for a ratch-
eting up of a Jesus count from 1 to 10, to which there are
various levels where the youths glorify and are reminded of

Jesus throughout the chant. It brings contemporary elements
of clean and innocent modern dance moves into the chant.

Poan Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Emmanuel Tustin

I find this uplifting that Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh
Thé has embraced an infused more creative modern tech-
niques into their activities. As a result, the youths are much
more adept at embracing and learning Catholic Christian
teachings. I find these creative ways lead to greater compan-
ionship that the youths have with one another as well as a
greater personal affinity to God.

In short, I think that in order to captivate the interest
of youths today so that they embrace a God-centric life, the
Catholic church teachings must remained central to the in-
ner core of everything, but the outer formation should be
modified and adapted to the changing world. Sticking to a
simple message in the language that is easily understood,
empowering youth leaders and youths alike to express their
God given talent, and finding modern creative ways to coat
the approach and delivery of the message are fundamental
in reaching the youths of today. We all have an obligation
through our baptismal commitment to our children to influ-
ence their lives in Christian ways. And as a congregation
we can help to encourage each other to bring Christ to our
youths through prayer, solidarity, and faith. I would like to
leave the following biblical passage from Deuteronomy,
which calls us all to be awakened into action.

“This then is the commandment, the statutes and the
ordinances, which the LORD, your God, has commanded
that you be taught to observe in the land you are about to
cross into to possess, so that you, that is, you, your child, and
vour grandchild, may fear the LORD, your God, by keep-
ing, as long as you live, all his statutes and commandments
which I enjoin on you, and thus have long life.” (Deut. 6:

www.cdducmehangeuugiup.org Trang 30



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

